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LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN
League of Women Voters of Maine
March 1, 35/63

Volume 4, Number 5

League Day at the Legislature - Thursday, March 28
SAVE THE DAY !
Plan to attend morning sessions of the Legislature, afternoon hear**
Ings. Governor Reed will be our guest for lunch. Reservation details
later.
Tax Hearings Fifteen League members representing five different Leagues
braved the inevitable snow storm to attend the tax hearings on Feb. 21st
Two imcome tax bills were considered. L.D. 1224, Mr. Cottrell’s bill,
is modeled after the Vermont statute. L.D. 1295, Mr. Child1 s bill, is
similar to the Alaska statute. Mrs. Merton Henry spoke in favor of the
principle of an income tax. She explained that the League was not ready
to endorse either bill as the model bill for Maine.

Mrs. George Birkett testified in opposition to the inclusion of food
in the sales tax as proposed in L.D. 715. This just about winds up
League activity on TAXES for this session. Our effort has been directed
toward urging the Legislature to talk about and give serious considera
tion to the income tax as a possible source of tax revenue.
Cumberland County Juvenile Probation We were caught a bit by surprise
on L.D. 1170 ** An Act Transferring Probation of Juveniles in Cumberland
County to State Probation Administration. This was heard Wednesday,
February 27th by the Legal Affairs Committee. When state-wide Probation
and Parole was adopted in 1957, Cumberland County was allowed to keep
its own Juvenile Probation system which had been in operation since 194c
The move to transfer was initiated by municipal officials seeking to
trim $18,000 per year from the County budget. The only basis on which
the League could object to this bill was that there was no provision for
funds to continue the service now provided in Cumberland County. After
the Portland Paper asked for the League’s position on this bill it was
decided that Margaret Woodbury would make a brief statement at the hear
ing. Although no offiolal call-to-action was issued, about 10 League
members were present.

How do we stand on Legislative Action? The stage is pretty well set.
We don’t forsee another call-to-action until after the Boys Training
Center site oommittee reports back April 1st and the question of reloca
tion comes to a head. The State Board has done about all it can. The
success of this program is now up to the individual member and depends
on the amount of interest you have created in your community.
The Appropriations Committee is aware of the League’s stand on
Matching Funds for Sewers, adequate staff for Probation and Parole and
more funds for the Boys Training Center. Needed to further impress the
committee are letters from individuals or other organizations. Try
writing a letter which sounds a little different, and see if your hus
band might be willing to sign it. Ehcourage others in your community tc
write. These are all budget items and final decisions will not be made
until late in the legislative session. A constant flow of reminders
will help protect these programs from major surgery.

The Allagash hearings seem to have been put off until mid^March.

